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What is Information Visualization 

ÅUse graphical representations of abstract information to facilitate 

ïExplanation

ïInformation understanding

ïDecision making 

ïé

ÅTranslation from the abstract language to the visual/intuitive 

language



Why InfoVisïBasic Problem

We live in a new ecology: how 

do you make sense of it

(slide ñborrowedò from PARC User Interface Research Group)

People are 5 times faster 
with the visual aid



Why InfoVis - Web Ecologies
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Source: World Wide Web Consortium, Mark Gray, Netcraft Server Survey

(slide ñborrowedò from PARC User Interface Research Group)

1 new server every 2 seconds

7.5 new pages per second



Why InfoVis - Scientific Journals

Journals/person increases 10X every 50 years
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Why InfoVis - Innate Human 

Capacity
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